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This is a block.



0 cm 1 2 3 4

This block can be measured.



0 cm 1 2 3 4

1.4 cm

This is a measurement. 
It has two significant figures.



1.42 cm
0 cm 1 2 3 4

This measurement has 
three significant figures.



0 cm 1 2 3 4

0 cm 1 2 3 4
1.4 cm

2 sig figs

1.42 cm
3 sig figs

Significant figures show how 
accurate a measurement is. 
The last digit is estimated.



This block can be counted.



1, 2, 3 blocks.



This is a counting number.

3 blocks



3 blocks
     sig figs∞

Counting numbers have an infinite 
number of  significant figures.



0

This is a zero.



2.10 cm

0 cm 1 2 3 4

This measurement has 
three significant figures.



0 cm 1 2 3 4

This zero is significant.

2.10 cm



20.0 
203 
1007 
202.0

Sometimes zeros are significant.



20 
230 
1700 
0.002

Sometimes they are not.



0.002

These zeros are alone on the left.



0.002

They are never significant.



1700 

20.0

These zeros are alone on the right.



They are significant if  there is 
a decimal point in the number.

1700 

20.0



Now you 
are a 

SIG FIG 
EXPERT!


